ABSTRACT. A.W. Greely's historic starvation camp of 1883-84 was revisited from April to June 1998. Our study revealed that the "sea fleas" reported to be the salvation of the expedition survivors were lysianassoid crustaceans Onisimus edwardst.
INTRODUCTION
The ill-fated U.S. expedition of the First International Geophysical Year 1882-83 to Lady Franklin Bay at Ellesmere Island, known as the "Greely Expedition" after its leader Adolphus Washington Greely, has been covered in great detail in popular and historical polar literature. Since the return of its survivors in 1884, an anonymous pamphlet (Anonymous, 1884) , official diaries (Greely, 1886), and reports (Schley, 1887) have been published.
Major semidocumentary narratives followed (Brainard, 1929 (Brainard, , 1940 Todd, 1961; Guttridge,2000) , as well as a number of shortpapers (Bruno and Rockwell, 1984;  Barnett, 1988; Myerson, 1996) . The Greely expedition is mentioned in almost all books on polar history. The reason for this massive interest in the expedition is its tragic end: the loss of 19 men, evident blunders in the rescue operations, and political turmoil surrounding the expedition. The dramatic and heroic events, as retold by several colourful characters from the expedition, were all at the centre of public interest. However, the phenomenon of the survival of seven men has not been properly analyzed. Official reports (Greely, 1886; Schley, 1887) and later documentaries (Brainafi, 7929, 1940) reveal that the seven men survived on scanty game and marine crustaceans collected at the campsite. Accusations of cannibalism, openly made immediately after the expedition's return (Anonymous, 1884) (Brainard, 1929 Greely's crew collected unspecified amounts of green Saxifraga shoots, as well as the common black lichen Umbilicaria (rock tripe), and added these plants to the common boiling pot. However, some crew members refused to eat the lichens (Greely, 1888) .
Other Food
In late April 1884, some men were reported to collect and eat large caterpillars from the camp area, but evidently this was not common (Greely, 1888; Brainard, 1929 (Feeny, 1997; Simpson-Housley, 1999 Guidelines on survival given by Stefansson (1921) in his famous book The Friendly Arctic could be adopted only by small, moveable teams able to follow their prey. In fact, at the turn of the century there were other examples of small parties that struggled successfully for life over long periods in the High Arctic (Nansen, 1900; Albanov, 2000 Lege2yriska et al., 2000) , and they are equally easy to get into the traps. For some strange reason, nobody from the party was interested in a closer look at the "sea fleas." Other organisms of no vital importance had been preserved in alcohol, meticulously sketched, and described for further analyses by specialists (Greely, 1888 
